Dear Merchant,

We are pleased to offer you the Villanova University Community Wildcard Debit point plan program.  This program offers an easy way for our students to make purchases at your business.

All students, faculty and staff carry the Villanova Wildcard during their time at the University.  The Wildcard serves as their ID card, meal card, dorm access card, library card and, instead of using cash at facilities all over campus, as a debit card. The students make deposits to their Wildcard account with cash, check or credit card.  In addition, parents may make deposits by mail and on the Web.  These “Wildcard point” applications include food services, bookstore, copy machines, laundry, vending machines and off-campus merchants and so on. 
The VU Wildcard merchant program is an “on-line” card system virtually the same as a debit card.  When a card is swiped the cardholder’s Wildcard account is verified real-time.  Participating merchants will be able to allow students, faculty and staff to use their VU Wildcard to make purchases using their point plan account.  The University then pays the merchant regularly for all properly charged funds.

In order to participate, merchants need to add a small VeriFone reader (credit card reader) and a printer.  The connection to the VU Wildcard system is made via an “analog” connection, swiping the Wildcard through the VeriFone reader just as they would a credit card.

Costs: There is a onetime setup fee for joining the program, plus, like Visa and MasterCard, a percentage of all sales transactions.  The merchant is included in the marketing and promotional literature that is distributed to both students and parents.  

Students often say – “I don’t even carry cash anymore – I just carry my Wildcard.”  It is our desire to make the VU Wildcard as valuable off campus as it is on campus, allowing them to use the card at participating merchants in the surrounding community. We reached millions of dollars in discretionary sales on and off campus through our ten years of operation.  And each year keeps growing.

VU is seeking merchants who are interested in participating in the Wildcard program.  If you have any interest in joining this program or would like more information, please contact Sharon Dana, Financial Manager, Wildcard Office, Dougherty Hall at (610) 519-4179.
Thank you and I look forward to a productive partnership.

Sharon Dana

Financial Manager

Coordinator/Off Campus Merchant Program
